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Hon, P. Collier:
ness.

The MINISTER FOE WORKS: At any
rate, I know nothing abeut it. I will go
into the matter and find ont if I was there
when this matter was decided, but in the
meantime, all T can say is that. I do not
konow anything ahout this matter going
through. I do not complain of the Opposi-
tion turnming up Ministers’ speeches made
some years gzgo. That is all fair game, and T
only regret that we unfortunately gave them
such good ammunition,

Hon. P. Collier: I only gave you a few
lines. I was mereiful.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: T do not
know that T need dwell further on this mat-
ter. I have been hurt very much during this
dehate this evening. T do not like talking
sentimental pifie. T am essentinlly a man to
whom loyalty is the main question, and 1
have been hurt indeed at hearing reflections
east upon my Premier. 1 «do nof always
agree with him nor does he always agrec
with me, but T say, believing and knowing
it to be true, that he has acted absolutely
honestly and honourably all through this mat-
ter. If he is to receive any censure at the
hands of this Chamber, let e have some of
it too.

Hon. W, C. Angwin;

But this was your busi-

Y.'ou will get some

of it.
Hon. P. Collier: You come in first in the
motion. The Premier ig only concerned in

the secondary ecensuore.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The Pre-
micr has behaved, so far as T know, in a
manly and straightforward way to all mem-
bers of the Cahinet regarding this matter.
I 46 not believe there is the slightest foun-
dation for the suggestion that he has pur-
posely hidden this matter so as to get it
through in the small hours of the morning,
when the House was not fully aware of what
was going on. Sir James Mitchell has too
much sense of honour to steop to matters
such as that, and I am sorry indeed he has
had to listen to statements of that deserip-
tion. Be that as it may, the Iouse can
judge in this matter. TLet members go
through the files. Let them not be satisfied
with g mere eursory eXamination, bui let
them get the four or five files dealing with
this matter and conneet them up and see
where the truth lies. If the IHonse decides
that the appointment of a Royal Commission
to investigate this matter is justified, I think
it will be due to the late Attorney General,
Mr. Robinson, that he shall have seme say in
the matter. He may be able to advance a
different point of view from that held by
members of the Opposition, and in some re-
gpects from that which appeals to me. 1
have given to the House, with what ability 1
have, a straightforward plain statement and
I ask the House to aeccept it.

On motion by Mr. Underwood, debate ad-
Journed.

House adjourned at 10.55 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at 3
pm., snd read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS,

Message received from the Governor noti~
fying assent to the following Bills:—

1, Recipracal Enforcement of Maintenance
Orders.

2, Bank Holidays Amendment.
3, Gold Buyers.

House adjourned at 8.3 p.m.
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QUESTION—GOLDFIELDS WATER
SUPPLY, MAINS.

Mr., MULLANY (for Mr. MacCallum’
Smith) asked the Minister for Water Sup-
piy: 1, Are the goldfields water mains in a
satisfactory state of repair? 2, What is the
cost of repair of the 30-inch goldfie)ds main
water pipe lina? 3, What is tbe nature of
the repairs? 4, Is it the case that the steel
mains are becoming so pitted and corroded
that their life is now greatly limited? 5, If
g0, how long is it estimated such mains will
last?



